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SUBJECT: NPG MINISTERIAL COMMUNIQUE 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF THE FINAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE APRIL 18-19 NPG MINISTERIAL MEET- 
ING IN FREDERIKSHAVN, DENMARK. 

2. BEGIN TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE: 

. THE 23RD MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE NATO NUCLEAR PLAN- 
NING GROUP (NPG) WAS HELD IN FREDERIKSHAVN, DENMARK, ON 
18TH AND 19TH APRIL, 1978. MINISTERS OE DEFENCE PARTICI- 
PATING IN THIS MEETING WERE MR. POUL SOGAARD, DENMARK; 

DR. HANS APEL, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY; MR. ATTILIO 
RUFFINI, ITALY; MR. HASAN ESAT ISIK, TURKEY; MR. FRED 
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MULLEY, UNITED KINGDOM; AND DR. HAROLD BROWN, UNITED 
STATES. AMBASSADOR CONSTANT SCHUURMANS REPRESENTED BEL- 
GIUM. DR. JOSEPH M.A.H. LUNS, SECRETARY GENERAL OF NATO, 

CHAIRED THE MEETING. THE NATO MILITARY AUTHORITIES WERE 
REPRESENTED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE AND 
THE THREE MAJOR NATO COMMANDERS, SACLANT, SACEUR AND 
CINCHAN. 
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. NPG MEETINGS AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL ARE THE PRINCIPAL 
EORUM EOR THE DISCUSSION OE NATO NUCLEAR DEEENCE MATTERS. 
THE NPG HAS A CONSULTATIVE AND ADVISORY FUNCTION IN 
DEVELOPING POLICY GUIDANCE IN THIS FIELD AND, EOR ESTAB- 
LISHING PROCEDURES FOR NUCLEAR CONSULTATION DURING CRISES 
AND GUIDELINES EOR THE POSSIBLE DEEENSIVE USE OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS BY NATO. IT ALSO CONSIDERS MODERNIZATION REQUIRE- 
MENTS EOR NATO'S NUCLEAR FORCES AS THEY ARE DICTATED BY 
CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES. 

. WITH THESE OBJECTIVES IN MIND, MINISTERS RECEIVED AND 
WELCOMED A COMPREHENSIVE BRIEEING BY THE UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OE DEEENSE ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AND TRENDS IN 
THE OVERALL BALANCE OE NUCLEAR EORCES, AND HAD A WIDE 
RANGING DISCUSSION OF THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR NATO SECURITY. 

IN THIS CONTEXT MINISTERS NOTED WITH CONCERN THE CONTINU- 
ING BUILD-UP OP SOVIET MILITARY EORCES AND IN PARTICULAR 
THE INCREASED SOVIET CAPABILITY IN LONGER RANGE THEATRE 
NUCLEAR FORCES INCLUDING THE DEPLOYMENT OP THE SS-20 
MOBILE INTERMEDIATE RANGE MISSILE WITH MULTIPLE INDEPEN- 
DENTLY TARGET ABLE RE-ENTRY VEHICLES. 

. MINISTERS REAFFIRMED THAT DETERRENCE CONTINUES TO BE 
THE CENTRAL OBJECTIVE OP THE ALLIANCE AND THAT THE TRIAD 
OP STRATEGIC, THEATRE NUCLEAR AND CONVENTIONAL FORCES 
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WHICH SUPPORT NATO'S STRATEGY OP FORWARD DEFENCE AND 
PLEXIBILITY IN RESPONSE SHOULD BE MAINTAINED AND MODERNIZED 

IN LIGHT OP THE EVOLVING WARSAW PACT CAPABILITIES. IN 
PURTHERANCE OP THE DECISION TAKEN AT THE SUMMIT CONPERENCE 
IN LONDON, MINISTERS DISCUSSED SUGGESTIONS PORWARDED BY 
THE NATO MILITARY AUTHORITIES ON SHORT-TERM IMPROVEMENTS 
AND BY THE NPG HIGH LEVEL GROUP ON LONG-TERM IMPROVEMENTS 
TO THE THEATRE NUCLEAR PORCE POSTURE IN EUROPE. THEY 
ENDORSED THE IMPORTANCE OP THE MODERNIZATION OP NATO'S 
THEATRE NUCLEAR EORCES, INCLUDING THE STEPS UNDERWAY IN 
THE UNITED STATES TO MODERNIZE THE LANCE AND 8-INCH ARTIL- 
LERY SYSTEMS, AND RECOGNISED THAT THE OPTION OP INTRODUCING 
ENHANCED RADIATION CAPABILITY IN THESE SYSTEMS WOULD BE 
INPLUENCED BY THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE SOVIET UNION SHOWS 
RESTRAINT IN ITS CONVENTIONAL AND THEATRE NUCLEAR ARMS 
PROGRAMMES AND PORCE DEPLOYMENTS APPECTING THE SECURITY 
OP NATO. THEY THEREPORE EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OP A 
POSITIVE SOVIET RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S DECISION. 
MINISTERS CONCURRED THAT EQUITABLE AND VERIPIABLE MEASURES 
OP ARMS CONTROL MUST REMAIN AN IMPORTANT FEATURE OP NATO'S 
OVERALL SECURITY POLICY AND WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO EPPORTS 
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FOR FURTHERING THE PROCESS OF DETENTE. THEY AGREED TO 
CONTINUE CLOSE AND DETAILED CONSULTATION. 

. THEY ACCEPTED WITH PLEASURE THE INVITATION OF THE BEL- 
GIAN GOVERNMENT TO HOLD THEIR NEXT MEETING IN BELGIUM IN 
AUTUMN 1978. END TEXT. GLITMAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION, COMMUNIQUES, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978USNATO041 10 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: N/A 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 73-0872 

Format: TEL 
From: USNATO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780429/aaaaayab.tel 

Line Count: 122 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 9a1e54a9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2883375 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NPG MINISTERIAL COMMUNIQUE 
TAGS: MNUC, NATO, NPG 
To: STATE DOD 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9a1 e54a9-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



